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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0338 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR US XO FC 

SUBJ: SOMALI REACTION TO DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: A. MOGADISCIO 0328 (NOTAL); B. MOGADISCIO 0331 

1. EDITORIAL IN GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED DAILY OCTOBER STAR MARCH 
6 CRITICIZES US ACTIONS REGARDING DIEGO GARCIA, HIGHLIGHTS 
QUOTED REF A. THIS UNSIGNED EDITORIAL HAS MORE AUTHORITATIVE 
CHARACTER THAN FEB. 23 ARTICLE (REF B), BUT TONE MUCH MORE RE- 
STRAINED. PREVIOUS ARTICLE'S CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON SUBJECT IS NOT REPEATED AND THERE IS NO JUSTIFYING COMMENT 
ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITY. IN FACT, EDITORIAL'S GENERAL COMMENT 
THAT "FOREIGN BASES" ENDANGER PEACE COULD APPLY EQUALLY WELL 
TO SOVIET AS TO US BASES. 

2. DISTINCTION, SUGGESTED REF B, BETWEEN CRITICISM OF DIEGO 
GARCIA IN MEDIA AND OFFICIAL SILENCE ON SUBJECT BY GOVERNMENT 
STILL PREVAILS. 
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